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CiKiii.i thy hafteiTd widowhood with the ff oH 
Oi matrimenial treafon; fo farewell* & Milton. 
2- imitate fettled on a widow. Not in ufe, 
hor that dow’ry, Fil affine her of 
Her widmhoodi be it that the furvives me, 

In all my lands. Sbekefp. Taming of the Shrew. 

' ■ *?? wh »'nter. v.f [widw and hunter.] One who court> 
widows for a jointure, 

'? he wideiuhuntcrs about town often afford them °reat tli- 
terion. . Addiforfs UpeHator. 

Widowma kej*. n.f [widow and mater.} One who deprives 
women ol their hulbands. 

it grieves my foul 

T hat I mud draw this metal from my fiJc 
To be a wtiowmaher Shakcfp. King John. 

VV luow-WAit. n.f. [widow and wail] A plant. 

It hath a flower confiding of one leaf, winch is deeply di- 
vioed into three parts: the cup of the flower is alio of one 
eaf, divided into three fegments; the fruit confifls of three 
hard berries dofdy joined together; in each of which is con¬ 
tained one oblong feed; to which may be added, it hath the 
appearance of a fiirub, and the leaves are final} and oblon*. 

ITT- r rr . , , _ Miller. 

vv idth. n.f. [from w.'de.] Breadth; widenefs. A low word, 
b or the width of the mortefs gage this fide, then for the 

tennant, gage on that end of the quarter you intend the tennant 
find] be made, Mm 

L,ct thy vines in intervals be fet, 

Indulge their width) and add a roomy fpacc, 

f.. S eir extremefl 1 «*» may fcarce embrace. Dryden. 

J OWltLU », a. , pcalban, Saxon ; to manage in the band,] 

/ 7, uie With Jul i command, as a thing not too heavy for the 
holder. 7 

Bale Hungarian wight, wilt thou thefpigot wield. Shakcfp. 

His looks arc full of peaceful majefty, 

His head by nature tram d to wear a crown. 

His hand to wield a feepter, and himfclf 

L ikc|y in time to bids a regal throne. ShaDfbcarc. 

^ 1 Ltrc is that hand boldcn d to blood 2nd 

1 liar mull the iword in wond’rous aflions wield. Daniel. 

I hey are in the dark before they are aware; and then they 
make a noife only with terms 5 which, like too heavy wca- 
pons that they cannot wield, carry their flrokes beyond their 

8ini * , n Digby on Bodies. 

I he kail of whom could -wield 

Thefe dements, and arm him with the force 
Of all their regions. Milton's Paradife Left. 

1 art wield their arms, part curb the foaming ft ee d. Milton. 
tI , ™* great fenate could not wield that fword, 

\V hich of the conquer'd world had made them lord ; 

\\ hat hope had ours, while yet their pow r was new, 

I o rule victorious armies, but by you ? fValler 

He worthiefl, after him, his (word to wield. 

Or wear his armour, or fullain his Afield. Dryden. 

11 1 iildv. adj, [from wield .J Manageable* 

Wi'ery. adj. [from wire.] c 

1. Made of wire: it were better writtenw/Vy. 

Your gown going off, fuch beauteous ftate reveals. 

As when through flow’ry meads th’ liill’s ihadow Heals; 

Off with that witty coronet, and fhew 

1 he hairy diadem which on your head doth grow. Donne. 

2. Drawn into wire. 

I olytnnia fhall be drawn with her hair hanging loofe about 
her fhoulders, refembling winy gold. Piaehamon Drawing. 

3. [r rom pasp, a pool ] Wet; wcarifh; moiil. Obfolete, 

v\ here but by chance a filver drop hath fall’n, 

Ev’n to that drop ten thoufand uicry friends 
Do gkw themfdves in fociablc grief. Shahfttsre . 

Wife. n.f. Plural wives [pip, Saxon ; wiftf Dutch.J 
A woman that has a bufband. 

Your claim, fair fifter, 

I bar it in the imereff of my wife. Shake four e's Kin* Lear 

There's no bottom, none 

In my voluptuoufnels: your wives, your daughters, 

Your matrons and your maids could not fill up 

w! C ^ f my Shakefpeare's Macbeth. 

v by ftudft thou, file is my fifier ? fo I might have taken 
her to me to wife G«. xii. in. 

I he wtfc, where danger or di/honour lu iks, 

Safeft and keml iefl by her hufband flays. Milton 

The wife her hufband murders, he the wife, Dryden. 

T . I’ 0 ' 5 ^ ti( Ms friend, and civil to his wifo Pope, 

z. it is ufeci for a woman of low cni ploy men c. * 

Strawberry wives lay two or three great flrawberries at the 
mouth of their pot, and all the refl arc little ones. Bacon. 
w jg. n.f iPtg being a termination in the names ofmen fignifics 
u ar, or elk a herot, from yi 5 a, a word of that fignilication. 

iii/ r tf'* 0 * „ Gihjons Camden, 

n.f ; Contra£lcd from ferhvig .] 

1 * Falfe hair worn on the head* 

Triumphing Tories and defponding Whi«s 
Forget their I cuds, and join to favc their wigs. Suift. 


2. A fort of cake. 

WKiHT. n.f. Saxon.] A perfon; a hch*fi&F > ' 

Bdhrew the witch! with venomt-m vdvhi ?L bIUete ' 
I ediousas hell; but fl.es t! le gra f jre of t J e lhe 

v » •th wings more momentary f w jft ,i 11ri / , 

'1 bis world below did need one wnht U ^ t ' ^ohfp. 
Which might thereof dtftinguifh eVry part n . 

1 his meaner wights, of trufl and cre.lit bare mts ’ 
IVot lo reipecled, could not look t’effect 1 o. 

A wight he was, whole very light wo- ’d 

Entitle him mirror of knighthood.. " ... 

) he water flies all tafte of living wi*h( 

How ccnild’il thou fuffer thy devoted kni-ht M U ”' 
On thy own day, to fall by foe opprefsk , & * 

Ihewsght of all the world who lov’d thee heft n , 

tfft ! ’“ ,on he v “ * m 

W«WT. mtj. Swift; nimble. Outotufe,'*^’' ‘'W"”- 
He was fo wimble and fo wight, 

I rom bough to bough he leaped light, 

And oft the pumies latched. ° ’ ?>,,„/■ ■ r, ,. 

W/chtey. adv. [from wight.\ Swiftly; S 

^ Her was her, while it was day-light, W- 

But now her is a mod wretched wight;' 

For day that was is wfthtiy pafl, 

And now at lall the night doth haft. n, . ^ 

Vv in i. An initial in the names ofmen, fignifics flron 2; JEt 
lufly; being purely Saxon. CiiW ^ T 1 

WILD. adj. [pik, Saxon; wild, Dutch.] / 

J. Not tame; not domeftick. 

For I am he am born to tame you, Kate, 

And bring you from a wild cat tn a kate, * 

Conformable as other hmi/hold fcates. Shahheere 

>V oners not gone yer, if tb e wtld geefe fly that wa y.Sbak 
All beafls of the earth fince wild. ' 'MVt™ 

2. Propagated by nature; not cultivated. 

W hatfoever will make a wild tree a garden tree, will make 
a garden tree to have iefs core or ftone. Bacon's Natural UiL- 

. £ rafs or wiid Wnfy is a weed that flrong days are ve‘ 

ly fubjea to Mortimer's Ihflandry. 

I he wild bee breeds in the flocks of old willows, in which 
tiiey full bore a canal, and lurnifh afterwards with hangin« 
made of rofe leaves: and to finifh their work divide the whole 
in to fe veral room s or nefts. Crew's MnCum. 

3. iJefart ; uninhabited. 7 

TIie wild beaft where he wons in foreft wild . Milks. 

4. bavage; uncivilized* 

Affairs that walk, 

As they fay fpirits do, at midnight, have 
In them a wilder nature, than the bufmefs 
That fecks di (patch by day. Shakefpeare's Henry VIII. 
r I hough the inundation deflroycd man and beaft generally, 
yet fume few wild inhabitants of the woods cfcaped* Bacon. 

, ] \ il they might not couverfc with any civil men without 
peril of their lives, whither fiibuld they fly but into the woods 
and niounfainSj ^nd iheic live in a wild and barbarous maro* 

17 cr ' Davies m Inland t 

May thofc already curft Eflexian plains^ 
here hafly death and pining ficknefi reigns. 

Prove as a defart, and none there make iiay, 

But favage beafls, or men as wild as they, ' If alien 

5* Turbulent; tempefluous; irregular. 

His paflions and his virtues lie con fus'd. 

And mixt together in fo wild a tumult, 
that the whole man is quite disfiguFd in him* jfddifonl 
6. licentious; uogoverned. 

I hat wild rout that tore the Thracian bard. Milton* 
Valour grown wild by pride, and powfi by rage, 

Did the true charms of majefty impair: 

Rome by degrees advancing more in age, 

Show d fad remains of what bad once been fair. Prior, 
j* 1 nconflant; mutable; fickle. 

In the ruling paflion, there alone. 

The wild are conflant ? and the cunning known- Pope. 

8. Inordinate; loofe* 

Other bars he lays before me. 

My riots pafl, my wild foejeties* SfMkefpeaW* 

Belides, thou art a beau ; what's that my child l 
A fop wdl-dreft, extravagant and wild; 

She that cries herbs hns 3 c(s impertinence, 

And in her calling, mere of common fenfe. Drydtfu 

9. Uncouth ; it range. 

Wh at are thefe. 

So wither’d, and fo wild \n their attire. 

That look not like th" inhabitants o’ the earth, 

A nd yet are on’t. Shahfpearls Mdcbeth* 

iO* Done or made without any confiftent order or plan* 

With mountains, as with weapons, arm'd; they 
Wild work in heavhi, Milton*5 Paradfe Lisjl~ 

I he fea was very nec^fiary to the ends of ptovid-nve^ ahd 
would have been a very wild world had ir been wkhout- 

fflti$dw&rd*s Natural Idifforw 
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Dryden, 

Addifon, 

Addifon. 
Pope. 


11 McerTy imaginary. 

As universal as thefe appear to be, an effeHnal rertiedy rtiight 
be applied: I am not at prefen t upon a wild Ipeculative pro- 
•3 fuch a one as may be eafily put in execution. Swift. 
VVjld, n.f. [from the adjective. ] A defart; a tradl unculti¬ 
vated and uninhabited. 

We fjmetimes 

Who dwell this wild, conftrain’d by want come forth 
To town or village nigh. Milton's Paradife Regained. 

This gentle knight 
Forfook his eafy couch at early day, 

And to the wood and wilds purfu’d his way. 

Then Libya firft, of all her moifture drain'd, 

Became a barren wafte, a wild of fand. 

Is there a nation in the wilds of Afrit:, 

Amidft the barren rocks and burning fands 
That does noc tremble at the Roman name ? 

You rais'd thefe hallow’d walls ; the defart Tmil’d, 

And paradife was open'd in the wild* 

WlliD BafiL n.f [etchwsy Lat.J A plant. 

It hath leaves like thofe of the leffer bafil; the cup of the 
flower is oblong and furrowed; the flowers are produced in 
bunches on the top of little footftalks, which arife from be¬ 
tween the footftalk of the leaf and the ftalk of the plants in 
which it differs from fcrpyllum. Miller . 

Wild Cucumber* n.f [datmum f Latin ] A plant* 

The branches arc fomewhat like thofe of the cucumber, but 
hive no tendrils; the fruit is prickly, and when ripe burfts 
with great elafticity, and abounds with fetid juice. Miller, 
Wild Olive, n. f [eUagmtS) Latin, from Ix&la,, an olive, and 
Hywr vitex ;] This plant hath leaves like thofe of the chafte 
tree, and a fruit like an olive. Miller . 

Wildse'Rvice. n. f [crat&guS} Lat,] A plant. 

The leaves are Angle; the flower confifls of five leaves, 
which expand in form of a rofe* The fruit is final!, and 
fhaped like a pear, in which are many hard feeds. Miller . 

ToWiTder, v* a. [from wild*} To loofe or puzzle in an 
unknown or pathlefs traft* 

The little courtiers, who ne’er come to know 
The depth of factions, as in mazes go, 

Where interefts meet, and crofs fo oft, that they 
With too much care are wilder'd in the way. Dryden, 
Oh thou ! who free’ft me from my doubtful ftate. 

Long loft and wilder'd in the maze of fate. 

Be prefent ALU. Pepe* 

Wilderness, n , f [from wild.] 

I. A defert; a traft of folitude and favageriefs. 

He travelfd through wide wafteful ground. 

That nought but defer twilderncfs fhew'd all around. F*§ht. 

When as the land fhe faw no more appear, 

But a wild wildermfs of waters deep. 

Then T gan fhc greatly to lament and weep. Spenfer . 

O my poor kingdom, fick with civil blows ! 

When that my care could not with-hold thy riots. 

What wilt thou do when riot is thy care ? 

O, thou wilt be a wildernejs again. 

Peopled with wolves, thy old inhabitants. 

But who can always on the billows He ? 

The wat’ry wildernejs yields no fupply. 

All thofe animals have been obliged to change their woods 
and wi&krnejfes for lodgings in dries. Arbuth * IS Pope* 

1, The flate of being wild or di forderly. Not in ufe. 

The paths and bow’rs, doubt not, but our joint hands 
Wifi keep from wildcrnefs with eafe. Milton . 

Wi'ldfire. n.f [wild and fire.] A compofition of inflam- 
suable materials, eafy to take fire, and hard to be extin- 
guifbed. 

When thou rann’ft up Gadfiiill in the night to catch my 
horfe, r did think thou had’ft been an ignis fatuus, or a ball 
of wildfire* Shakifpeare* 

Though brimftone, pitch, wildfire , burn equally, and are 
hard to quench, yet they make no fuch firy wind as gun¬ 
powder. Bacon s Nat . Hi/L 

Yet fhall it in his boiling flomach turn 
To bitter poilbii, and like wildfire burn ; 

He fhall caft up the wealth by him devour'd. Sandys* 

No matter in the world fo proper to write with as wiidfi e , 
as no characters cart be more legible than thofe which are read 
by their own light. Addif* Guard, 

In flames, like Semele’s, be brought to bed. 

While opening hell fpouts wildfire at your head. Pope* 
Wildgo osechase. f, A purfuit of fomething as unlikely 
to be caught as the wildgoofe. 

If our wits run the wildgoojccbace, I have done ; for thou 
haft more of the wildgoofe in one of thy wits, than I have in 
my whole five. Shakeffean* 

Let a man confider the time, money, and vexation, that 
this wildgoofeehaee has coft him, and then fay what have I 
gotten to anfwer all this expence, but loofe, giddy froliek ? 
... , . , L'Eft range. 

Wilding, n.f \wildeUngbi y Dut] A wild four apple. 


Shakifpeare, 
Waller* 
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Ten ruddy wildings in the wood I found, ’ 

And flood on tip-toes, reaching from the ground* Drydi 
The red ftreak, of all cyder fruit, hath obtained the pre¬ 
ference, being but a kind of wilding, never pleaftng to the 
palate, " Mortimer* 

The wilding's fibres are contriv’d 
To draw th* earth’s pureft fpirit, and refill 
Its feculence. Phillips* 

Wi'ldly, adVe [from wild .] 

1. Without cultivation. 

That which grows wildly of itfelf, is worth nothing* More - 

2. With diforder ; with perturbation or diftrailioii. 

Put your difeourfe into fome frame, and ft art not fo wildly 
from my affair, Shakefpear* 

Mrs, Page, at the door, fweating, blowing, and looking 
wildly , would needs fpeak with you. Shakefpeare* 

Young mothers wildly ftare with fear oppreft, 

And ftrain their helplefs infants to their breaft, Dryden, 
His fever being come to a height, he grew delirious, and 
talked very wildly* Female Quixote* 

3. Without attention ; without judgment. 

As th’unthought accident is guilty 
Of what we wildy do, fo we profefs 
Ourfelves to be the flaves of chance, and flies 
Of every wind that blows, Shakifpeare* 

4. Irregularly* 

She, witdy wanton, wears by night away 
The fign of all our labours done by day. Dryden, 

Wi'ldNess. n. f [from wild,] 

j* Rudenefs; disorder like that of uncultivated ground. 

The heath, which was the third part of our plot, I wifh to 
be framed, as much as mav be, to a natural wildnefs. Bac * 

2. Inordinate vivacity ; irregularity of manners. 

This fame llarved juftiee hath done nothing but prated to 
me of the wildmfs of his youth, and the feats he hath done 
about l umbal-ftrect; and every third word i lie* Shahfp. 

He is giv’n 

To fpoxts, to wifdnefs , and much company. Shake fpearc* 

3* Savagniefs; brutality. 

He came in like a wild man ; but fuch a wildnefs as fhewed 
his eye-fight had tamed him, full of withered leaves ; which 
though they foil not, ftill threatened falling, Sidney* 

Vainly thou telffl me, what the woman's care 
Shalt in the wildnefs of the wood prepare. Prion 

4, Uncultivated ftate. 

Their wildnefs lofe, and quitting nature’s part, 

Obey the rules and difeiphne of art. Dryden , 

5. Deviation from a fettled courfe; irregularity, 

A delirium is but a fhort wildnefs of the imagination; and 
a fettled irregularity of fancy is diffraction and madnefs. 

fPateFs Log* 

6* Alienation of mind* 

Ophelia, I wifh 

That your good beauties be the happy caufe 
Of Hamlet’s wildnefs ; fo fhall I hope your virtues 
May bring him to his wonted way again. Sbakefp, 

Wile, n,f [pHe, Saxon; wiel, Iflandick*] A deceit; a 
fraud ; a trick; a ftratagem ; a practice artful, fly, and infi- 
dious. 

The ir leader by his wiles had much obtain’d. 

And done much mifehief on the Englifti ftate. 

My fentence is for open war ; of wiles 
More unexpert, I boaft not; them let thofe 
Contrive who need. 

Life elTay’d the furefi: wi/e^ 

Gilding itfelf with Laura's fmtle. 

So Sforza, curs'd with a too fertile brain, 

Loft by his wiles the pow'r his wit did gain* 

The heart of man is fo full of wiles, artifices, and deceit 
that there is no guefling at what he is from his fpeeches, 

Addif oris Guardian* 

Wifdom's above fufpecting wiles , 

The queen of learning gravely fmiles* Swift, 

Wailful, adj, [will and full .] 

Stubborn ; contumacious ; perverfe ; inScxible- 
Done or fuffered by defign. 

Sthenobcea herfelf did choak 

With wilful cord, for wanting of her will. Fairy Dueen 

Thou to me 

Art all things under heav’n, all places thou, 

Who for my -wilful crime art banifh’d hence. 

The filcnt llranger ftood amaz'd to fee 
Contempt of wealth, and wilful poverty. 

Wi'lfully, adv. [from wilful.] 

I. Obftinately; llubhornly. 

The mother, who being determinately, ftaft I ftiould fay 
of a great lady wilfully , bent to marrv her to Demagoras, 
tried all ways which a witty and hard-hearted mother could 

devi . fe ; Sidney. 

Evil could file conceal her fire, and wilfully penevered 
fhe in it. Sidney. 


Daniel, 

Miltcn . 

Rofcommcn. 
Dryd. 
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